Health reform for small population areas.
There has been criticism of the managed competition model in terms of its impact on rural areas. It is suggested that the approach simply won't work for providers in rural areas and that an adjustment will be necessary. The author, acknowledging the flaw, proposes changes that will make competition work better for all providers. This column is jointly edited by Kevin M. Fickenscher, MD, and David A. Kindig, MD, PhD, chair and member, respectively, of the College's Forum on National Health Policy. Dr. Fickenscher is participating in various advisory capacities on health care in the Clinton Administration, and Dr. Kindig is Senior Advisor to HHS Secretary Donna Shalala.